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UTSUMI Yoshio

Former Secretary-General of International
Telecommunication Union

Mr. Utsumi chaired the ITU Kyoto Plenipotentiary
Conference in 1994, where he contributed to the launch of
WTPF (World Telecommunications Policy Forum) pro-
posed by Japan, aimed at dealing on a global scale with
policy matters in the changing telecommunications envi-
ronment. From 1999, he served as the Secretary General
of the ITU for two terms (eight years) and was the first
Japanese person to be elected to the post. During these
terms he contributed to the extraordinary reduction of
telecommunication tariffs through various measures such
as promoting standards for 3G mobile communications
and reaching a world-wide agreement to introduce IP
telephony. He organized WSIS (World Summit on the
Information Society), one of the UN Summits, successfully
adopting its Principles and Action Plans for the establish-
ment of the Information Society by 2015. He has made an
outstanding contribution to the world-wide development of
the ICTs.



